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DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS (22 JULY 2024) 

TOPICS COVERED 

1. Mysuru’s Capt. Supreetha 1st woman officer at Siachen  (PCS) 

2. In another cyber scam, 77-year-old woman cheated of ₹1.2 crore in Bengaluru 

3. Kerala issues guidelines to manage amoebic brain infection  (GS Paper-III: Basic 

Science) 

4. India’s garment export woes self-inflicted: report  (GS Paper-III: Manufacturing and 

Export) 

5. Sustainable solutions by Rajasthan tribes make a mark at UN forum  (GS Paper-III: 

Environment) 

6. Nitish repeatedly raised Bagmati river flooding concerns with Nepal ex-PM  (GS 

Paper-I: Geography) 

7. Bail cannot be denied on ground of serious charges: SC 

8. India is moving ahead with vision of development and heritage: Modi  (GS Paper-II: 

International Organization) 

9. Dyson sphere: an energy devourer  (GS Paper-III: Basic Science) 

10. Focus on female employment to counter unemployment (GS Paper-III: 

Employment) 

11. Reasonable accommodations and disability rights (GS Paper-II: Vulnerable 

Section of Society) 

12. Shock-proof state (GS Paper-III: Cyber Security) 

13. Medal count (PCS) 

14. The importance of both Quad and BRICS (GS Paper-II: IR) 

15. On the student protests in Bangladesh (GS Paper-II: IR) 

16. What is a PC emulator, and why did Apple allow it on the App Store? (GS Paper-

III: Science & Tech.) 

17. Taiwan must protect its sovereignty, know its own history, says President 

18. Ruto says Kenya demonstrations must stop, Opposition urges ‘justice before 

talks’ 
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Bangladesh government jobs quota scaled back by Supreme Court 

after deadly unrest (22 July) 

• The Bangladesh Supreme Court reduced a controversial quota system for government jobs on Sunday. 

• The decision is seen as a partial win for student protesters who had been involved in violent clashes, resulting in at least 155 

deaths. 

• The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court overturned a lower court ruling that reinstated the quota system. 

• The new ruling allows 93% of government jobs to be filled based on merit, reducing the veterans' quota from 30% to 5%. 

• The remaining 2% of jobs will be reserved for ethnic minorities, transgender individuals, and people with disabilities. 

• Students had protested against a 30% quota for veterans' relatives, which had been previously abolished but reinstated by 

the High Court in June. 

• The Supreme Court expedited its decision due to escalating civil unrest. 

• The ruling was called "historic" and a step towards reforming the quota system. 

• Soldiers patrolled cities ahead of the hearing, and a stay-at-home order was relaxed for a few hours on Sunday. 

 

In another cyberscam, 77-year-old woman cheated of ₹1.2 crore in 

Bengaluru (22 July) 

• Cyber fraudsters posing as telecom and Mumbai Crime Branch officials targeted a 77-year-old woman, Lakshmi Shivakumar. 

• Over 20 days, they intimidated her and eventually swindled ₹1.2 crore. 

• The fraudsters, identified as Sandeep Rao and Akash Kulhari, were charged under the Information Technology Act, 2000, and 

for cheating. 

• On June 26, Ms. Shivakumar received a call from someone claiming to be from the Telecom Department, saying a SIM card 

was purchased in her name and used illegally. 

• She was then contacted by Rao and Kulhari, who pretended to be from the Mumbai Crime Branch and accused her of 

laundering ₹60 crore. 

• They demanded her bank account details and investment proofs, threatening arrest if she didn't cooperate. 

• They showed her a fake FIR and arrest warrant to convince her. 

• Ms. Shivakumar provided her details, and the fraudsters transferred ₹1,28,70,000 from her account, promising to return it 

after their investigation. 

• When she tried to follow up, they were unreachable. 

• Realizing she had been scammed, Ms. Shivakumar reported the incident to the police after discussing it with family and 

friends. 
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Mysuru’s Capt. Supreetha 1st woman officer at Siachen 

(22 July) 

• Captain Supreetha C.T. from Mysuru is the first woman officer from the Corps of Army Air 

Defence to be deployed at Siachen Glacier. 

• She was celebrated on social media by the Indian Army for her achievement, highlighting her 

strength and determination. 

• Capt. Supreetha joined the Indian Army as a Lieutenant in 2021. 

• After training in Chennai, she was posted to the Army Air Defence. 

 

Kerala issues guidelines to manage amoebic brain 

infection (22 July) 

• Kerala reported five cases of amoebic meningoencephalitis, including three deaths, in 

adolescents over the past three months. 

• The Health Department has released guidelines on how to prevent, diagnose, and treat this rare 

but fatal infection. 

• Four cases were caused by the amoeba Naegleria fowleri, and one case was caused by 

Vermamoeba vermiformis. 

• These guidelines are intended for use by hospitals dealing with acute meningitis cases. 

• Amoebic meningoencephalitis (PAM) is a severe brain infection caused by free-living amoebae 

found in freshwater, not seawater. 

• Naegleria fowleri, known as the “brain-eating amoeba,” infects through the nasal passages, 

causing brain swelling and often death. 

• Effective treatment is uncertain but should ideally involve drugs that kill the amoeba and can 

cross the blood-brain barrier. 

Recommended SOP 

• If a patient with acute meningitis has been exposed to freshwater through the nose in the last 

14 days, ask about this history. 

• For such patients, test their cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) quickly for Naegleria fowleri or other free-

living amoebae. 

• If patients with bacterial meningitis are not improving with antibiotics or are getting worse, 

consider PAM, even if they haven't been exposed to freshwater. 

• Start recommended multi-drug treatment and supportive care immediately for any PAM cases 

diagnosed through CSF microscopy. 

• Preventive measures include avoiding diving or jumping into stagnant water and using nose plugs during water activities. 
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India’s garment export woes self-inflicted: report  (22 July) 

At $14.5 billion, exports from the job-intensive sector were lower in 2023-24 than a decade earlier, owing to barriers on raw 

material imports and difficult customs, trade procedures, says think tank 

• India's garment exports have been declining and are now lower than in 2013-14. 

• Exports in 2023-24 were $14.5 billion, down from $15 billion in 2013-14. 

• Competitors like Vietnam and Bangladesh have seen significant growth in their garment exports over the same period. 

• Vietnam's exports grew nearly 82% to $33.4 billion, and Bangladesh's exports grew nearly 70% to $43.8 billion. 

• China's garment exports were about $114 billion, a 25% decrease from a decade ago. 

• India's high duties, barriers on raw material imports, and complex customs procedures are major obstacles. 

• The Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for textiles introduced in 2021 has not been effective and needs 

improvements. 

• India’s imports of garments and textiles have risen, reaching $9.2 billion in 2023, which could increase further if the export 

decline continues. 

• Major retailers like Reliance Retail are expected to start selling Chinese brands such as Shein in India. 

• Indian garment exports are hindered by complex procedures, import restrictions, and domestic interests. 

• Difficulty in obtaining quality raw fabrics, especially synthetic ones, is a major issue for Indian exporters. 

• Bangladesh and Vietnam do not face these complexities, unlike India where exporters waste time and money. 

• Recent quality control orders (QCOs) for fabric imports have made it harder and more expensive to get essential raw 

materials. 

• Exporters are forced to use costly domestic supplies, making Indian garments more expensive. 

• Outdated procedures from the Directorate General of Foreign Trade and Customs require detailed tracking of every imported 

component. 
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• This complexity adds to the costs and complicates the export process, suggesting a need for a comprehensive overhaul. 

 

Sustainable solutions by Rajasthan tribes make a mark at UN forum 

(22 July) 

• Indigenous tribal communities in Rajasthan presented their solutions to global challenges at the UN High-Level Political 

Forum (HLPF) in New York. 

• The forum, hosted by the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), focused on achieving the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) and addressing poverty amidst multiple crises. 

• A ministerial declaration from the forum emphasized the need to renew efforts to meet the SDGs and ensure no one is left 

behind. 

• Experts highlighted the importance of recognizing indigenous communities for their contributions to biodiversity and 

sustainable practices. 

• Indigenous solutions offer valuable insights into sustainable development and should be included in global strategy 

discussions. 

• Jayesh Joshi from Vaagdhara, a Banswara-based group, noted that indigenous practices help meet local needs and support 

broader sustainability goals. 

• Vaagdhara, a group working on tribal livelihood issues in southern Rajasthan, organized over 90 events to promote the 

preservation of indigenous seed varieties. 

• Tribal farmers pledged at these events to save and use indigenous seeds in their farming practices. 

• These traditional practices helped tribal communities rely less on the market and endure difficult times, including the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

• Jayesh Joshi noted that global challenges like climate change and economic inequality are worsening, and tribal practices in 

Rajasthan offer innovative, sustainable solutions. 

• These practices aim to meet the tribal communities' needs while also addressing poverty, inequality, and vulnerability. 

• The approach is based on the principle of "swaraj" (sovereignty), which fosters self-sufficiency and aligns with broader 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
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Nitish 

repeatedly 

raised Bagmati 

river flooding 

concerns with 

Nepal ex-PM (22 

July) 

• Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 

Kumar has often discussed the 

issue of flooding caused by the 

Bagmati river with Nepali 

leaders, including former Prime 

Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

'Prachanda'. 

• The Bagmati river, which flows from the Himalayas in 

Nepal into Bihar, is currently experiencing high water levels. 

• Despite repeated discussions and advocacy by Nitish 

Kumar, neither India nor Nepal has taken urgent action to address 

the flooding problem. 

• The Bagmati river flows through several districts in Bihar: 

Darbhanga, Sitamarhi, Sheohar, Muzaffarpur, and Khagaria, before 

joining the Kamala river in Samastipur. 

New course 

• The Bagmati river used to flow directly into the Ganga, but 

its new course is causing flooding issues. 

• The most severe flooding from the Bagmati occurred in 

1994, and the problem has continued to recur. 

• The Bihar government is seeking a solution to this ongoing 

issue. 

• Nepal recently experienced a political change; former 

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ was replaced by 

Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli. 

• Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli has not yet met with Indian 

representatives regarding the flooding issue. 

• Bihar is urging Nepal to build infrastructure to prevent 

annual flooding caused by cross-border river systems. 

• Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh share many cross-border 

rivers that impact states like Assam, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West 

Bengal, Meghalaya, and Tripura. 

 

Bail cannot be denied on ground of 

serious charges: SC  (22 July) 

• The Supreme Court has clarified that serious charges alone 

cannot be a reason to deny bail to undertrials. 

• Courts should not impose unreasonable bail conditions. 

• Sheikh Javed Iqbal, who has been awaiting trial under the 

Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) for nine years, was 

ordered to be released on bail. 

• The Court stated that the seriousness of the charges must 

be balanced with other factors such as the duration of custody and 

the expected trial time. 

• An undertrial has a fundamental right to a speedy trial. 

• The Court emphasized that for serious offenses, it is crucial 

for the prosecution to conclude the trial quickly. 

• Sheikh Javed Iqbal was arrested in February 2015 with fake 

currency notes and has been in jail since then. The Supreme Court 

intervened after the Allahabad High Court denied him bail. 
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• Only two witnesses had been heard in the case over the years, indicating a lengthy trial ahead. 

• In a similar decision on July 3, the Court ruled that the state should not oppose bail if it cannot conduct a speedy trial. 

• The Court reaffirmed that Article 21 of the Constitution, which guarantees the right to personal liberty, applies regardless of 

the crime's severity. 

 

 

 

India is moving ahead 

with vision of 

development and 

heritage: Modi (22 

July) 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

emphasized India’s commitment to both 

development and heritage. 

• He spoke at the inauguration of the 

46th World Heritage Committee session 

in New Delhi. 

• The World Heritage Committee 

meets annually to manage World 

Heritage sites and decide on new UNESCO 

World Heritage listings. 

• This is the first time India is hosting 

the World Heritage Committee meeting. 

• Modi highlighted India’s vision of 

combining development with heritage 

preservation, stating “vikas bhi, virasat bhi” (development and heritage). 

• Over 350 heritage artifacts have been returned recently, showcasing global respect for history. 

• Northeast India’s historic ‘Maidam’ has been nominated for the UNESCO World Heritage List, marking India’s 43rd World 

Heritage Site and the Northeast’s first Cultural World Heritage site. 

• Modi noted that India’s rich history and recent discoveries, like a 4,000-year-old chariot found in Uttar Pradesh, highlight the 

need for new perspectives and technologies to understand India’s past. 

• He invited global participants to engage with India’s heritage and use it to benefit the world and foster connections. 

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) 
Overview: 

• Founded: 16 November 1945 
• Headquarters: Paris, France 
• Objective: Promoting international collaboration in education, sciences, culture, and communication to foster 

peace and security. 
Structure: 

1. General Conference: Decision-making body with representatives from all member states. 
2. Executive Board: Ensures proper implementation of programs and guides the work of UNESCO. 
3. Director-General: Head of UNESCO responsible for administration. 

Major Functions and Programs: 
1. Education: 

o Universal Access: Promoting equal access to education for all. 
o Global Citizenship Education: Fostering a sense of global responsibility and understanding. 
o Education for Sustainable Development: Integrating sustainable practices in educational curricula. 
o UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning: Advocates for lifelong learning and adult education. 

2. Natural Sciences: 
o Scientific Knowledge: Promotes scientific research and policy to address global challenges like climate 

change. 
o Man and the Biosphere Programme: Encourages sustainable development through the conservation of 

biodiversity. 
o Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission: Supports oceanographic research and sustainable use 

of marine resources. 
3. Social and Human Sciences: 

o Human Rights: Advocates for social inclusion and human rights. 
o Ethics of Science and Technology: Promotes ethical standards in scientific and technological 

advancements. 
o Youth Development: Focuses on peacebuilding and empowerment of youth. 

4. Culture: 
o Cultural Heritage Protection: Identifies and protects World Heritage Sites. 
o Intangible Cultural Heritage: Safeguards traditions, languages, and rituals. 
o Cultural Diversity: Promotes intercultural dialogue and cultural diversity. 
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5. Communication and Information: 
o Freedom of Expression: Supports press freedom and the safety of journalists. 
o Universal Access to Information: Ensures access to information for all. 
o Digital Literacy: Encourages the development of digital skills and knowledge societies. 

Key Conventions and Programs: 
• World Heritage Sites: Protects sites of cultural and natural significance. 
• Man and the Biosphere Programme: Encourages conservation and sustainable use of natural resources. 
• Intangible Cultural Heritage: Protects non-physical aspects of culture. 
• Global Geoparks: Promotes geological heritage conservation. 

Membership: 
• States: 193 member states and 11 associate members. 
• NGOs: Collaborates with various NGOs for program implementation. 

Global Impact: 
• Cultural Preservation: Recognition and protection of global cultural heritage. 
• Educational Initiatives: Improving access to quality education. 
• Scientific Cooperation: Facilitating international scientific research and policy development. 
• Information Access: Promoting freedom of information and digital literacy. 

UNESCO in India: 
• UNESCO New Delhi Office: Established in 1948, it is a cluster office covering Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. 
• Focus Areas: Education, natural sciences, social and human sciences, culture, and communication and 

information. 
• Projects: Initiatives include promoting literacy, protecting cultural heritage, and supporting scientific research 

and ethical standards. 

 

 

 

 



PATRIOTIC IAS: PAIDLEYGANG, GORAKHPUR              CONTACT: 9971932488 

 

Dyson sphere: an energy 

devourer (22 July) 

• As an astronomer, you spot a star emitting unusual 

infrared radiation. 

• Zooming in, you see solar panels surrounding the 

star, collecting solar energy—a Dyson sphere. 

• Named after physicist Freeman Dyson, who 

theorized its existence. 

• Dyson proposed that advanced civilizations might 

build such spheres to capture all the energy from a 

star. 

• These spheres would emit excess heat as infrared 

radiation, which could be detected by astronomers 

as a sign of advanced life. 

• Not all unusual infrared emissions are Dyson 

spheres. 

• In May, scientists searched for Dyson spheres by 

scanning 5 million stars within 1,000 light years. 

• They found seven stars with unexplained infrared 

radiation. 

• There is no conclusive evidence yet, but one of 

these stars might have a Dyson sphere. 
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Focus on female employment to counter unemployment (22 July) 

• Difficulty in getting jobs and inflation were major issues in the 2024 Lok Sabha Elections (source: Lokniti-CSDS pre-poll 

survey). 

• The India Employment Report (IER) 2024 showed the unemployment rate increased from just over 2% (2000, 2012) to 5.8% 

(2019), then decreased to 4.1% (2022), with time-related underemployment at 7.5% (2022). 

• Labour force participation rate (LFPR) fell from 61.6% (2000) to 49.8% (2018), then recovered to 55.2% (2022). 

• Female LFPR increased from 24.6% (2018) to 36.6% (2022) in rural areas, and by around 3.5% from 20.4% (2018) in urban 

areas. 

• Male LFPR rose marginally by 2% in rural areas and remained almost stagnant in urban areas. 

• Female LFPR in India is low compared to the world average of 53.4% (2019) and decreased from 38.9% (2000) to 23.3% 

(2018). 

• The rise in female LFPR, especially a 12% increase in rural areas (2018-2022), indicates potential for employment generation. 

• Women are more engaged in unpaid family labor (36.5% for females vs. 9.3% for males in 2022). 

• The difference in unpaid family labor employment is 31.4% in rural areas and 8.1% in urban areas. 

• There is a greater opportunity for female employment generation, especially in rural areas, with appropriate strategies. 

• Employment choices for earnings are highly gendered, making it challenging to generate employment opportunities for 

women. 

• Study in Bhuj, Gujarat slums shows women prefer traditional home-based work (bandhani, embroidery, fall beading) over 

non-farm casual labor due to flexibility and working from home. 

• 30% of women remain in traditional occupations due to a lack of other options. 
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• Lower rise in female LFPR in urban areas (2018-22) indicates a lack of appropriate opportunities. 

• Developing own enterprises is difficult due to limited access to capital and social norms controlling business. 

• Collectivizing women under self-help groups (SHGs) and federations can benefit women in traditional occupations. 

• SHGs can provide training for new skills and link women to markets for better returns. 

• Kutch Mahila Vikas Sangathan (KMVS) is a local NGO working towards this goal. 

• Traditional occupations conform to local gender norms and support women's practical needs (household work and earnings). 

• These occupations do not meet strategic gender needs (challenging regressive norms). 

• Working outside the home in a professional environment can increase women's agency and empower them. 

The importance of market access 

• Women's entry into male-dominated workspaces can increase labor competition, avoidable by creating opportunities in 

neglected areas. 

• Study in Upper Gangetic Plains found women's wages and decision-making improved with the expansion of less dominant 

irrigation sources. 

• Canal irrigation expansion during the Ziad season increased female empowerment as males showed less interest in 

agriculture. 

• Non-conventional irrigation in West Bengal enabled women to start farming, pisciculture, nurseries, and vermicomposting. 

• Women in West Bengal's water user's association benefited from work near home, reducing migration and increasing family 

welfare. 

• Male family members assist in heavy tasks like ploughing or netting, but women can manage with hired help. 

• Market interaction empowers women, reducing dependency on men and circumventing gender norms. 

• Earnings from both men and women enhance family income and welfare. 

• Strategies should focus on developing income opportunities where men are not driven out of the labor market. 

• Women's work near home can improve family income and their position in the family. 

• Women's workforce participation in Kolkata slums reduced economic vulnerability and improved resilience during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Need for a better work environment 

• Participation in work outside the home should be focused on for direct impact on women's empowerment. 

• A long-term strategy is needed to develop a better work environment for women. 

• Safety and basic facilities (toilets and crèches) should be available in workplaces. 

• Public policy should mandate these facilities in small and medium manufacturing or business units. 

• Improving female LFPR would enhance overall employment and family income. 

• In rural areas, public policy should provide more access to resources (water) and markets (inputs and selling produce). 

• In urban areas, better workplace facilities should be mandated. 

• Collectivizing women and federating collectives in rural and urban areas under planned economic activities is beneficial. 

• The Lakhpati Didi programme, aiming to raise an SHG woman’s annual income to ₹1 lakh or above, may pave the way. 
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Reasonable accommodations and disability rights (22 July) 

• The Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 defines reasonable accommodations (RAs) as adjustments ensuring 

equal rights for Persons with Disabilities (PwD). 

• RAs can include building ramps, providing assistive technologies, restructuring job requirements, and modifying workplace 

policies. 

• Institutions are exempt from RAs if they can prove it would cause an undue burden. 

• The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) provides factors to determine undue burden. 

• Indian institutions are reluctant to bear the costs of RAs, often citing undue burden for expediency rather than actual 

hardship. 

• Prejudices and cost concerns lead to utilitarian approaches, compromising PwDs' rights. 

• A uniform legal standard for undue burden is needed to prevent misuse. 

• Compliance with this standard requires institutions to see RAs as beneficial investments. 

• The Constitution of India obliges the state to create conditions for equality, requiring accessible institutions for PwDs. 

• The state must create positive ecosystems that mandate and encourage accommodation for PwDs. 

A model that can be implemented 

• Sensitize institutions about the low cost of most requested RAs. 

• Provide targeted incentives to institutions for RAs, such as deductions, subsidies, or tax credits. 

• Share the costs of RAs with institutions demonstrating actual hardship due to resource shortfalls. 

• This model can reduce disadvantage and stigma against PwDs and increase their participation in institutional ecosystems. 

• The model is practically implementable using provisions in the RPwD Act. 

• Section 86 of the RPwD Act highlights the creation of a National Fund for PwDs, with contributions from banks and financial 

institutions. 

• Rule 42 of the RPwD Rules, 2017 mandates using the National Fund to implement the objectives of the RPwD Act. 
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• The National Fund remains underutilized, with restricted scope and low 

coverage. 

• Ensure a continuous flow of funds to the National Fund and optimize the 

use of existing funds. 

• Designate the National Fund as a separate line item in every annual 

budget and frame rules for its disbursement. 

Ensuring a welfare approach 

• Institutions should assess their resource deficit preventing them from 

procuring RAs, considering any incentives received. 

• Submit a request to the National Fund’s governing body to cover the 

shortfall. 

• Requests should include details of financial resources, access to external 

funding, and the lack of alternative, cost-effective RAs. 

• The National Fund’s designated authority will conduct a fact-finding 

inquiry to verify resource-deficit claims. 

• The governing body consults the Office of Chief Commissioner for 

Persons with Disabilities to assess the proportionality of requested RAs. 

• The Incentive and Cost-Sharing Model aims to: 

o Reduce institutions' reluctance to accommodate PwDs. 

o Provide positive market outcomes for new and upcoming institutions. 

o Ensure institutions meet a uniform legal threshold of ‘undue burden’ 

before avoiding RA costs. 

 

Shock-proof state (22 July) 

India must ensure its democratic digital infrastructure is shock-proof 

• On July 19, a software glitch caused widespread disruptions affecting 

supermarkets, banks, hospitals, and other services. 

• The problem highlighted the need for failsafes and emergency protocols 

alongside technological advancements. 

• Disruptions were more severe in critical services like cardiac care or 

power facilities compared to less critical sectors. 

• Information technologies often lack mature self-awareness about their 

broad social impact, placing the responsibility on the state. 

• A 'Digital India' initiative should address issues of software security, 

digital privacy, and data sovereignty. 

• Public distrust in electronic voting machines could be mitigated with 

open-source software and integrity testing. 

• The July 19 outage presents an opportunity to improve public sector 

software, incorporate redundancies, and avoid single-vendor reliance. 

• The state must ensure that digital infrastructure is resilient to shocks and 

interconnected with social, economic, and cultural realities. 
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Medal count (22 July) 

India needs a strong showing in Paris as it bids for 2036 Olympics 

• Paris will host its third Olympics starting July 26, with 117 Indian athletes participating. 

• India aims to improve its medal count, following a record seven medals at the Tokyo Olympics. 

• The government is investing in sports promotion with hopes for double-digit medals. 

• Neeraj Chopra, a world and Olympic champion in javelin throw, is a leading medal contender. 

• Shuttler P.V. Sindhu, aiming for her third Olympic medal, seeks to overcome recent performance issues. 

• Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu and boxer Lovlina Borgohain, both medalists from Tokyo, aim for consecutive medals. 

• Mirabai, recovering from a hip injury, targets a total lift over 200kg. 

• Lovlina, the World champion in her weight class, hopes to build on her Tokyo bronze. 
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• World champion boxer Nikhat Zareen (50kg) and former Worlds silver medallist Amit Panghal (51kg) are key Indian 

contenders. 

• Wrestlers Antim Panghal (53kg) and Vinesh Phogat (50kg), who has won two bronze medals, are also expected to perform 

well. 

• Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty, the World No.3 men’s doubles badminton pair, are hopeful medalists. 

• India has 21 shooters aiming to improve their performance from the last two Olympics. 

• Promising shooters include Manu Bhaker, Anish Bhanwala, Sift Kaur Samra, and Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar. 

• The Indian hockey team, which won bronze in Tokyo after a 41-year gap, seeks to excel under new coach Craig Fulton. 

• A successful showing in Paris would enhance India’s reputation in sports and support its bid to strengthen its Olympic 

presence. 

 

 

 



PATRIOTIC IAS: PAIDLEYGANG, GORAKHPUR              CONTACT: 9971932488 

The importance of both Quad and BRICS (22 July) 

• The Quad Foreign Ministers’ meeting in Japan, after a 10-month break, highlights ongoing global issues. 

• The UNSC is ineffective, and international laws are being violated in Ukraine and Gaza. 

• An axis of Russia, China, North Korea, and Iran is gaining influence. 

• Chinese influence is growing globally, including in the Indo-Pacific. 

• The U.S. is seeking partners like India for joint security initiatives and pluri-lateral groupings. 

• ASEAN countries are becoming more vulnerable, with the South China Sea remaining a conflict zone. 

• India’s involvement in both Quad and BRICS presents strategic challenges and opportunities. 

• India supports Quad’s strategic goals, boosted by U.S. President Biden’s endorsement. 

• India’s UNSC presidency in August 2021 focused on enhancing maritime security, emphasizing its commitment to the Indo-

Pacific. 

India’s role in the Quad 

• Quad aims to reshape the Indo-Pacific's security and techno-economic landscape, addressing critical technologies like digital, 

telecom, health, power, and semiconductors. 

• India benefits from stronger bilateral relations with Quad partners, especially the U.S. 

• AUKUS, formed by the U.S., Australia, and the U.K., focuses on military capabilities and deterrence against China, influencing 

India's approach to security in the Indo-Pacific. 

• India’s reluctance to fully embrace a security-focused Quad vision contrasts with the military-centric AUKUS approach, 

though India values its role in Quad beyond a military alliance. 

• India’s independent stance on Russia and the Ukraine war, and its call for diplomatic solutions, do not weaken its Quad 

engagement. 

• India’s involvement with BRICS is complex; while India helped found BRICS and supports its multilateral reform goals, it is 

cautious due to China’s dominant role and its use of BRICS to challenge the West. 

• BRICS initiatives like the New Development Bank and Contingent Reserve Arrangement are pioneering, but China’s influence 

makes India wary of elevating BRICS' profile. 

The potential of BRICS 

• India was initially reluctant to expand BRICS, with Putin also expressing similar concerns in 2018. 

• The changing global dynamics, including the Quad's activities and the situation in Ukraine, shifted Russia's stance, aligning 

with China on BRICS expansion. 

• With Brazil's leadership change, India is now the primary country resisting China's influence within BRICS. 

• India has decided to accept BRICS expansion rather than oppose it, with many new countries interested in joining. 

• India needs to actively engage in BRICS to ensure its interests are supported and cannot afford to neglect its role in either 

BRICS or Quad. 
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On the student protests in Bangladesh (22 July) 
Why have students in Bangladesh took to the streets? Why is the 30% quota for freedom fighters and the irdescendants an 

emotive matter for the Awami League? How did the protests turn violent? Have the quotas been misused? 

• At least 130 people have died in Bangladesh due to clashes over job quotas. 

• The Supreme Court dismissed a High Court order that reserved 93% of government job seats for merit, with only 5% for 

freedom fighters and 1% each for tribes, disabled individuals, and sexual minorities. 

• The protests challenge Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, who recently won a controversial fourth term and faces high inflation 

and unemployment. 
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• The quota reform movement started from smaller protests in 2018 when the High Court rejected a challenge to the long-

standing quota system. 

• Hasina's support for quotas for liberation war veterans triggered student protests. 

• In response, Hasina abolished all quotas via an executive order in 2020, which led to further unrest among students who 

wanted only reforms, not abolition. 

What role did the court play in the quota agitation? 

• On June 5, 2024, the Bangladesh High Court reinstated all quotas in the civil service, nullifying Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina's 

executive order that had abolished them. 

• The reinstatement followed an appeal by descendants of freedom fighters and others. 

• The government appealed to the Supreme Court, which temporarily halted the High Court’s order until the appeal was 

heard. 

• Protests erupted as students opposed the possible reintroduction of a 30% quota for freedom fighters' descendants. 

• Hasina's comments labeling protesters as ‘razakars’ (traitors) inflamed tensions. 

• The protests escalated, leading to police and Rapid Action Battalion crackdowns, and eventually military intervention. 

• Protesters demanded a dialogue but refused to engage while violence continued. 

What is quota for freedom fighters? 

• After the 1971 war, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman promised to honor those who suffered under Pakistani military by creating a 

quota system in 1972. 

• The initial quotas were for freedom fighters and women tortured by Pakistani soldiers. 

• After Sheikh Mujib’s assassination, the quota system expanded to include various underrepresented groups, such as ethnic 

minorities and people from underdeveloped areas. 

• Over time, the system faced issues like underutilization and abuse, especially as the number of freedom fighters decreased. 

• Critics argue that reservations were extended to the descendants of freedom fighters and possibly to supporters of the ruling 

Awami League. 

• There are allegations that the quota system was used to build a loyal bureaucracy for the Awami League and perpetuate its 

rule. 

• This perceived misuse of the quota system contributed to the student-led quota reform movement. 

Why does the govt. feel strongly about the freedom fighters quota? 

• Sheikh Hasina has modeled her government on the legacy of her father, Sheikh Mujib, and considers the quota for freedom 

fighters and women tortured by Pakistani soldiers a sacred duty. 

• She suspects that critics and students who oppose the quota are being manipulated by opposition parties like the BNP and 

Jamaat-e-Islami. 

• The student movement reflects political tensions, especially since the BNP boycotted the January election, alleging it was 

unfair. 

• The Awami League believes that the student protests are being used to discredit Hasina and challenge the legitimacy of her 

recent electoral victory. 

• The Supreme Court has reduced the quota for freedom fighters, showing that Hasina is making concessions to address 

student concerns. 

• There is speculation that Hasina might form a commission to develop a more balanced quota system, but it is unclear if she 

will engage with opposition parties involved in the protests. 
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What is a PC emulator, and why did Apple allow it on the App Store? 

(22 July) 
An emulator, as the name suggests, is a software that allows a computer device to emulate another software. The difference in 

how a device operates allows it to run and use software designed for other , previously, incompatible devices 

• Apple has approved a PC emulator for iOS, iPadOS, and visionOS, allowing users to run classic software and games on these 

devices. 

• An emulator is a software that allows one device to mimic another, enabling it to run software designed for a different 

system (e.g., running Windows software on macOS). 

• Previously, Apple did not permit emulators on its platform. 

• Apple approved the UTM SE app for emulating older software and games after initially rejecting it and barring it from being 

notarized in the EU. 

• This change might be part of Apple’s effort to address antitrust concerns in the U.S. and to discourage users from relying on 

third-party app stores in the EU for downloading emulators. 

Are PC emulators legal? 

• Emulators are legal to use for testing and designing software as they don’t use proprietary codes. 

• Sharing copyrighted ROMs online is illegal. 

• Using an emulator is legal if you own the software being run on it. 

• It becomes illegal if you use the emulator for pirated software or to download unauthorized ROMs. 

• Emulators can be risky if downloaded from unofficial sources, as they might contain malware. 

• They may also lead to issues with licensing agreements or copyright laws. 

• Emulators can affect device performance, causing decreased CPU performance, overheating, and potential battery damage. 

• Poorly designed emulators may cause data corruption and crashes. 

Are emulators banned? 

• Emulators are generally not banned worldwide due to their utility for developers testing different systems. 

• The legality of emulators varies by country and depends on how they are used. 

• In India, emulators are not specifically banned. 

• Using and distributing emulators is legal, but using them to run unlicensed software or ROMs can cause legal issues. 

• Fair use is allowed if users own the original software and use the emulator for backup purposes. 
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Taiwan must 

protect its 

sovereignty, know 

its own history, 

says President (22 

July) 

• President Lai Ching-te of 

Taiwan emphasized the importance 

of protecting Taiwan's sovereignty 

and understanding its own culture 

and history. 

• He rejected the outdated 

belief that Taiwan could be used to "retake" China. 

• Lai and his party, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP), advocate for Taiwan's distinct identity from China, which upsets 

Beijing. 

• He praised those who fought for Taiwan's democracy and rejected the idea of Taiwan as a base for attacking China. 

• Chiang Kai-shek, who fled to Taiwan in 1949 after losing the civil war, had hoped to use Taiwan as a base to attack China but 

died without fulfilling this goal. 

• Lai highlighted Taiwan's current focus on uniting its people, opposing Chinese annexation, and ensuring its sovereignty. 

 

Ruto says Kenya 

demonstrations 

must stop, 

Opposition 

urges ‘justice 

before talks’ (22 

July) 

• Kenyan Opposition leader 

Raila Odinga insists that 

"justice" is needed before any 

talks with the government 

following recent violent 

clashes. 

• President William Ruto warned that ongoing unrest could harm the country and has proposed a national dialogue. 

• Protests, initially peaceful, turned violent last month due to planned tax hikes, resulting in numerous deaths and damage to 

Parliament. 

• Ruto canceled the tax reform and suggested a national dialogue. 

• Odinga demands compensation for victims of police brutality before engaging in talks. 

• Protests have continued despite Ruto's concessions, with more demonstrations planned for next week. 

• Ruto has pledged to stop "looters" and "killers" he says are threatening the country. 

• A court temporarily blocked a police ban on protests in Nairobi's city center. 

• Odinga calls for a broad "national conversation" involving various sectors like youth, government, religious leaders, 

healthcare professionals, lawyers, and teachers. 
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